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An old ledger book was given to the Museum library of the Vigo County His- 
torical Society which' was used to record the minutes of the meetings of the 
school trustees of Otter Creek Township: The gift of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd M. Rusz- 
ler, long-time residents of that township, the ledger is inscribed “District Clerk’s 
Book of District No. 2, Township No. 13, north of Range 9 west... Bought July 


14, 1846 . 


. Price 50 cents.” 


However, the first entries in the book are dated March, 5, 1846. The first 
meeting of the trustees, David Denny, John Denny and Pleasant Durham, was held 
on that date ¥at the house of W. H. Johnson.” At this meeting, “they ordered that 
the township Clerk should order that the township treasurer should pay over to 
them their part of the school funds coming to the School District No. 2 of the March 


term of 1846.” 


.On March 21, the Trustees advertised for a meeting of the trustees and in- 
terested persons to be held at the house of David Denny “for the purpose of tax-. 
ing the district for the building of a school house.” 


At the April 4 mecting of 
the voters of the district called 
by the district clerk, it was 
voted to accept the kt of 
ground offered by William 
Denny “‘situ- 
ated in the 
northeast cor- 
ner of Section 
25 as the site 
for the school 
house, and cn 
vote taken the 
same was car- 
ried by five 
yeas and no 
nays.” 
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It was also 
resolved that i: tax should be 
levied for the building of the 


ee 


„built; 


school house; that a brick 
house 22 by 26 feet should be 
that 25 cents on each 
one hundred dollars should be 
levied as a tax, and that Wil- 
Kam Denny agreed to take six 
dollars for the school house 
site “it to contain one quarter 
of an acre of ground.” The 
five men, William Denny, John 
Denny, David Denny, Jesse 
Right and Pleasant Durham, 
all voted yea as the trustees 
o Congressional Township No. 


A the next February, 1847, 
the school trustees kad 
received from the township 
treasurer the sum. of a 82 


with which they had bought 
tne ground and contracted for 
the erection of the new school 
house. There had been no 
school available in the district 
for the past six months. 

A list of the children in the 
district was taken according 
to law, and it was found that 
there were 39 males and 39 
females. A need for a school 
was shown by the spelling of 
“Mails” and ‘‘Femails,"’ but- 
in 1849 the list censisted of 18” 
Mails and 21 Females, and ini 
1850, 23 Males -and 2 6| 
Females, so the good work of 
the school was clearly de- 
monstrated in the spelling. 

In September. 1850, the 
mecting was held at John 
Denny's home, and- those 
serving as trustees: were 
Samuel Hagerson, Jesse 
Right. Pleasant Durham, John 
and Dawid Denny, and; newly 
elected Harvey Evans. 

Harvey Evans was the 
treasurer of Otter Creek 
Township in 1854. His records 


» indicated that the Otter Creek | 


bridge (the -one that crosses 
Lafayetie Road north of 
North Terre Haute) neede 


frequent repairs. At that time | 
‘hk was a 


wooden 
bridge. 


covered | 


Those who were paid for 
their work were A. M. Bell 
(plus seven dollars for his 
services as road supervisor); 
Nathan Balding. a trustee, 
$260.00; Joseph Mulligan; C. 
S. Tuttle. and Anthorv M. 
Ostrander, another trustee. 

William H.. Johnson was 
reimbursed for his repair 
work on the Spring Creek 
bridge. 

In 1855 the county treasurer 
turned over monies to the Ot- 
ter Creek Township treasurer 
to repair ‘the covered bridge 
at Markle’s Mil] over Otter 
Creek and ‘the bridge at 
Orcal's crossing. 

A second ledger book pre- 
sented to the Museum library 
contained the records of a 
sawmill located i1 Otter 
:Creek Township owned by Mr. 
-Ruszler'’s family from 1896 to 
‘1905. By figuring the type and 
‘amount of lumber used jt 
_would be possible to figure nut 

‘when cenam houses were 
builtin that area. 

Harvey Evans was the soi 
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| to Vigo county with his 
i parents one year later. In 1844 
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of Joseph Evans, born in 1790 
m Virgina. Joseph Evans 
went to Kentucky in an early 
day; then to Orange county, 
Indiana, where he was among 
the first settlers, and then to 
Knox county before moving ta 
Vigo county m 1818. He 
located in Otter Creek town-j; 
ship, and spent his life in hard 
labor preparing a home for 
his family. He died in 1854. 

Harvey Evans was born in 
Knox county in 1817 and came 


he married Miss Eliza Wilson, 
daughter of John and Jane 
Wilson, and they had four 

children, two of whom lived to | 
maturity, Mary A.. wife of W.: 
I. Riteer, and Everett W. 
Evans. Two sons, James R. 
and Waiter G., were deceased 
before 1890. 

The old Lafayette and Terre 
Haute wagon and pack-horse 
road, which was one of the 

| first opened in western In- 
. diana, passed through the 
township from north to south 
in a direct line. This became j 
what is now old U.S. Highway 
41. Along this road many of 
the early settlements Col 


made. 

Among the first, and 
pessibly the very first, set- | 
tlers of Otter Creek township | 
were the Baldings fram New | 
York, and Jacob and David | 
Lyon from Ohio. These men | 
opened farms in 1816 when 
the area was still part. of 
Knox county; and a year later 
partiot Sullivan. county before | 
becoming Vigo county in 1818. 

In°1817 Joseph Evans built 
his log cabin in the . eastern 
part of the township. As early 
as 1816 or 1817, Mr. Briggs 
was the first settler in the 
southeastern part of the town- 
ship. In 1819 William Watkins 
settled at Markle’s Mill on 
Sec. 34. 

Gershom Tuttle came as 
early as 1818. William Denny, | 
David Lyon, A. M. Ostrander, | 
William Johnson. Thomas | 
White, Anthony Creal, Isaac | 
and Jacob Balding, and |! 
Abraham Markle were prom- i 
inent among the early settlers. | 


